Early Reader Guided Questions
Thank you so much for volunteering to be a beta reader for Crossroads: The War of the Nine Faerie Realms, Book 1. Your feedback is critical to bringing out the best in this story. Without readers like you, I wouldn’t be the writer that I am today!

If you’ve been a beta reader before, whether for me or for other writers, you know that constructive criticism is crucial for the editing process. You may love a story, but saying “It’s great” doesn’t help the author make it even better. Nor does “I hated it.” 

I need to know why.

This questionnaire is designed to help you think critically about the book as you read. For that reason, please read through the questions before you begin the book so you know what kind of information I’m looking for. You can also use this document to take notes as you read, then copy and paste your responses into the Google Form here: 

The list is long. You do not have to answer every single question, but the questions are intended to prompt a critical reading, and help generate the constructive criticism that will guide the next revision of Crossroads. Please feel free to pick and choose from the list in whatever way feels appropriate for you.

I have created a Google Form to collect your responses to the questions. This makes it easier for me to understand the overall response of the group as well as review each individual answer. You can access the form here: 

With the exception of demographic questions (name, age, gender, etc.) none of the questions are required in the form, but please answer as many as you can as thoroughly as you can. The more information I have, the better!

Once again, thank you so much for volunteering to be a beta reader. It’s readers like you who make this whole gig worthwhile!

Enjoy!
Megan


Questions to be answered via the Google Form Here: 

[bookmark: _GoBack]
Initial Thoughts
1. Was the opening compelling? At what point did you first stop reading? Why?



2. Was there a point (after the first chapter or two) at which your interest increased or decreased significantly?



3. On a scale of 1 to 5, how engaged were you in the story? If your interest fluctuated, can you tell me where and why? (1 = I only barely managed to finish reading it, and then only because I promised you I would, 5 = I couldn’t stop reading, found myself neglecting household chores and family members to keep going.)  



4. How was the pace of the novel? Were there any sections that moved too fast or too slow?



5. What were your favorite scenes/chapters/sections of the novel?  Why?



6. What scenes/chapters/sections of the novel did you not like?  Why?



7. Did any scenes give you a physical reaction? (e.g. laugh out loud, heart race, cringe, cry, etc.)



8. Did any scenes/paragraphs/lines resonate or move you emotionally?

9. How did you feel about the book’s climax and resolution? Was it satisfying?





Integration, Consistency and Continuity
10. If you read The Sanyare Chronicles, did you feel that there was enough integration woven through the story to keep you interested? Did you notice any continuity errors from The Sanyare Chronicles?



11. If you did not read The Sanyare Chronicles, did you feel like there was any missing backstory? Was there anything that you didn’t understand?



12. Did you notice any inconsistencies in the plot, setting, character descriptions, or dialogue?




13. Did you notice any gaps in the story, sections where you wanted more information or felt like something was missing?



14. Were there any noticeable plot holes or jumps in logic?




15. Was there anything that confused or frustrated you?





Craft
16. Did the setting pull you in, and did the descriptions seem vivid and real to you?




17. Did you ever feel there was too much description? Not enough?




18. Did you ever feel there was too much dialogue? Not enough?




19. Did the dialogue sound natural (for the character)? If not, whose dialogue did you think sounded artificial, and where in the story?




20. Were the characters three-dimensional and believable? Did you feel there were any that needed further development?




21. Did any of the character names bother you? (Character names from The Sanyare Chronicles are final, but new character names could potentially be changed.)




22. Did you feel connected to the characters?




23. Did you notice any overused words, phrases, or body language descriptions?



24. Were there any sections/ideas/backstory that felt too long and should be compressed?



25. Were there any sections/ideas/backstory where you wanted more (e.g. more backstory, deeper emotions, etc).






Final Thoughts
26. What is the novel’s greatest strength?



27. What is the novel’s biggest weakness?



28.  Any other comments or suggestions?
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